


HONORING

A VISIONARY PATRON OF DANCE

We honor Glorya Kaufman for her extraordinary passion, vision, 

and generosity that have forever transformed the world of 

dance. Her journey began in childhood, dancing on her father’s 

toes in their Detroit home—a moment that sparked a lifelong 

love for movement and expression.

Through the Glorya Kaufman Foundation, established in 1983, 

she has profoundly enriched the cultural fabric of Los Angeles 

and beyond. Her philanthropic legacy includes Glorya Kaufman 

Presents at The Music Center, a landmark gift to The Juilliard 

School, and the transformation of a synagogue into a theater 

and learning space for children with autism.

Her most groundbreaking achievement came with the founding 

of the USC Glorya Kaufman School of Dance and the Glorya 

Kaufman International Dance Center—one of the nation’s 

leading hubs for dance education. As The Los Angeles Times 

declared, “The new biggest name in dance is Glorya Kaufman.”

More than a benefactor, she was a catalyst for change. Her 

unwavering belief in the power of dance to uplift, connect, 

and inspire is felt in every step her students take. We celebrate 

Glorya Kaufman’s legacy—a beacon of generosity, creativity, 

and enduring impact.

GLORYA KAUFMAN



A NOTE FROM DEAN

Welcome to our Fall 2025 BFA Showcase. This semester’s 

program is a vibrant celebration of artistry, featuring five world-

premiere works by five extraordinary choreographers. We 

are honored to present new creations from renowned faculty 

members Jackie Kopcsak and d. Sabela grimes, the inventive 

JA Collective—founded by Kaufman alumni Aidan Carberry 

and Jordan Johnson—as well as acclaimed choreographers  

Hope Boykin and Tyce Diorio.

This year’s showcase holds special meaning as our first showcase 

since the passing of our beloved founder and benefactor, Glorya 

Kaufman. Glorya left an indelible mark on countless lives, 

especially within our community. We are proud to carry her 

legacy forward through the beauty and power of dance—work 

she championed with passion throughout her lifetime. This is 

exactly how she would want to be remembered. We honor her 

now and always.

I wish you a wonderful viewing experience. In the words of 

Glorya: “Dance spreads joy, crosses borders, and makes life 

rich. It is important for the world.”

JULIA M. RITTER



CAROLINA CENTENERA
CLASS OF 2026
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Glorya Kaufman: Building a Legacy of Dance

Welcome Remarks

NOSTALGIA MODEL 14:14
WORLD PREMIERE

Choreography: JA Collective
Original Music: Fray

Composer: Eric Pham
Faculty Rehearsal Director: Shannon J. Grayson

Costume Design: Kathryn Poppen
Lighting Design: LJ Curiel

December 4th at 7:30 PM & December 5th at 2:00 PM: 
Faith Aguilar, Jaelin Born, Catherine Cruise, Anthony Dessables, Ellery Donlon, Nolan Dubuc, 

Sam Fine, Avery Jerome, Ava La France, Peiqi Emily Liu, Rhaine Marquardt, Andrew Nash,  
Ryan Pecorella, Katie Tapalaga

 
December 5th at 7:30 PM & December 6th at 2:00 PM: 

Ryan Amato, Canaan Blansit, Braylon Browner, Christian de Jesus, Emily Fluker, Lucas Go, 
Andres Jimenez, Megan Matthieu, Bella Mills, Izabella Orozco, Keira Redpath, Jadon Vo,  

Stella Wong Avery Zerr

ANNIVERSARY YEAR
FALL 2025 BFA SHOWCASE

Please note that this production contains flashing lights and haze. 

BEHIND THE SCENES: REHEARSAL OF “NOSTALGIA MODEL 14:14”
WITH JORDAN JOHNSON, CHRISTIAN DE JESUS ’29, AND AVERY ZERR ’26 | Photo by Justin Epstein



EN PLEIN AIR
WORLD PREMIERE

Choreography: Jackie Kopcsak, in collaboration with the performers
Music: “Adagio Assai” from the Piano Concerto in G Major by Maurice Ravel

Costume Design: Kathryn Poppen
Lighting Design: LJ Curiel

“I have finally discovered the true color of the atmosphere. It is violet. Fresh air is violet.” —Claude Monet

December 4th at 7:30 PM & December 5th at 2:00 PM: 
Emma Marcellana and Covin Washington 

Kameron Couch, Adin Joseph, Cameron Kennedy, Addison Middleton, Garris Munoz, 
Taylor Patricio, Kristina Poon, Noah Roudreiw, Jalen Scriven, Eloise Valero

 
December 5th at 7:30 PM & December 6th at 2:00 PM: 

Mia Snape and Enzy J’Var Martin 
Finn Bassett-Kennedy, Amara Duke, Trey Gordon, Chloe Hennessy, Benjamin Jones, 

Sophia Luu, Holly McDowd, Ella Querrey, Lincoln Seymour, Quincy Wilson 

YOU
WORLD PREMIERE

Choreography: Tyce Diorio
Rehearsal Assistants: Matthew Kubitz , Emma Carter, and Gianna Diaz 

Faculty Rehearsal Director: Grasan Kingsberry
Music: “Perpetual” by Dj Tennis/Martin Buttrich; “Cadence” by Travis Lake; 

“Liquid Liquid” by Optimo; “Eternity” by Artem Uzunov; featuring the voices of Alonzo King, 
Judith Jamison, and Andre De Shields 

Music Arrangement: District 78
Costume Design: Kathryn Poppen

Lighting Design: LJ Curiel

December 4th at 7:30 PM & December 5th at 2:00 PM: 
Emmy Berg, Sam Cool, Maliah Howard, Kyson Kai, Kali Knewitz, Hayden Mucha, Noah Prim, 
Dayan Robinson, Dilliany Solano, Jasmine Teng, Kayla Uwagbai, Layla White, Lana Zecchino

 
December 5th at 7:30 PM & December 6th at 2:00 PM: 

Caleb Abea, Nyllah Allen, Luke Barrett, Travon Carter, Carolina Centenera, Tyler Chang, 
Georgia Ehrlich, Lola Iglesias, Kamryn Maddox, Sky Russell, Kali Sayles, Noah Schmidt, 

Mason Walker

ANNIVERSARY YEAR
FALL 2025 BFA SHOWCASE



Intermission

IF IT IS NOT OURS ...
WORLD PREMIERE

Choreography: Hope Boykin
Rehearsal Assistant: Summer Vu

Faculty Rehearsal Director: Shannon J. Grayson
Music: Jason Moran

Original Text: Written and Performed by Hope Boykin
Costume Design: Kathryn Poppen

Lighting Design: Minerva Josiff 

WE ARE IN CHARGE, RESPONSIBLE FOR THE HEARTS AROUND US. WE ARE ABLE TO 
MAKE GOOD CHANGE WITH ONE  DEED, ONE WORD. WE MUST LEAVE IT BETTER THAN 

WE FOUND IT. IF WE DO NOT, THEN WHO?

December 4th at 7:30 PM & December 5th at 2:00 PM: 
Nyllah Allen, Finn Bassett-Kennedy, Amara Duke, Chloe Hennessy, Emma Marcellana, 

Holly McDowd, Hayden Mucha, Izabella Orozco, Noah Schmidt, Jasmine Teng, Eloise Valero, 
Layla White, Quincy Wilson

December 5th at 7:30 PM & December 6th at 2:00 PM: 
Sam Cool, Kameron Couch, Nolen Dubuc, Lola Iglesias, Cameron Kennedy, Kali Knewitz, 

Kamryn Maddox, Addison Middleton, Izabella Orozco, Taylor Patricio, Kristina Poon, 
Noah Roudreiw, Lana Zecchino

BEHIND THE SCENES: REHEARSAL OF “IF IT IS NOT OURS ...”
WITH EMMA MARCELLANA ’28 AND HOPE BOYKIN | Photos by Justin Epstein

ANNIVERSARY YEAR
FALL 2025 BFA SHOWCASE



SOMETHING IN THE WAY OF THINGS
WORLD PREMIERE

Choreography: d. Sabela grimes, in collaboration with the performers;
*“download everything” Section choreographed by Avery Jerome, Sky Russell;

Duet Movement Scores developed in partnership with Ellery Donlon, Enzy Martin, 
Hannah Robertson, Dayan Robinson

Music: d. Sabela grimes
Costume Design: Originally designed by Bernhard Willhelm for Richard Siegal’s My Generation  

at Cedar Lake Contemporary Ballet
Lighting Design: Minerva Josiff 

December 4th at 7:30 PM & December 5th at 2:00 PM: 
Caleb Abea, Christian de Jesus, Anthony Dessables, Georgia Ehrlich, Lucas Go, Maliah Howard, 

Andrew Jimenez, Adin Joseph, Dayan Robinson, Sky Russell, Kali Sayles, Dilliany Solano

December 5th at 7:30 PM & December 6th at 2:00 PM: 
Luke Barrett, Ellery Donlon, Zuzu Duchon, Avery Jerome, Sophia Luu, Enzy J’Var Martin, 
Megan Matthieu, Ryan Pecorella, Noah Prim, Keira Redpath, Kayla Uwagbai, Jadon Vo, 

Daniel Young

ANNIVERSARY YEAR
FALL 2025 BFA SHOWCASE

BEHIND THE SCENES: REHEARSAL OF “SOMETHING IN THE WAY OF THINGS”
WITH LUKE BARRETT ’28, AND RYAN PECORELLA ’28 | Photo by Justin Epstein



HOPE BOYKIN (Choreographer, If It Is Not Ours ...) 
A two-time “Bessie Award” winner, Hope Boykin 
was an original member of Complexions, danced 
with Philadanco, and retired after 20 years with 
the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater. Hope 
has choreographed for numerous universities 
and dance companies, including Howard 
University, The Juilliard School, the USC Glorya 
Kaufman School of Dance, Alvin Ailey American 
Dance Theater, American Ballet Theatre Studio 
Company, Cleo Parker Robinson Dance, Collage 
Dance Collective, Dallas Black Dance Theatre, 
Eisenhower Dance Detroit, Hubbard Street 
Dance Chicago, Martha Graham Dance Company, 
Paul Taylor Dance Company, Philadanco, The 
Philadelphia Ballet, and HopeBoykinDance. 
Hope was featured in October 2023 in The New 
York Times and on the cover of Dance Magazine 
in recognition of her achievements as a creator, 
mover, maker, and motivator for “States of Hope,” 
a fully scripted, evening-length, new dance-
theater work that premiered at The Joyce Theater 
to much acclaim. Hope premiered “The Other 
Side,” a co-commission with the Kennedy Center, 
in 2021, with a 2024 return for the Kennedy Center 
and a New York premiere at BAM (the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music). “The Other Side” brings 
Jacqueline Woodson’s award-winning children’s 
book to life on stage. Hope continues to build 
on her work as a writer, blending her words and 
cadence as the foundation of her developing 
movement language. As a director and dance-
maker, Hope received a grant from the Mellon 
Foundation for her own #BoykinBubble, and in 
the fall of 2021, she premiered a full evening of 
her choreography, “An Evening of Hope,” at 92NY 
in New York City. “Beauty, Size & Color,” a short 
film now featured on PBS.org, was nominated 
for a 2023 NY Emmy Award. Hope’s passion 
for dance education is highlighted in her roles 
as Artistic Advisor for Dance Education for the 
Kennedy Center, Artistic Lead for the Kennedy 
Center Dance Lab, Visiting Professor at Howard 
University and the Ailey School, and Artist-in-
Residence at the USC Glorya Kaufman School of 

Dance. She received the Center for Ballet and 
the Arts NYU Fellowship for 2022–2023. In 2024, 
Hope founded the nonprofit HBArts Collective, 
Inc., a collaborative space where creators refine 
their craft, build community, and shape the 
future in music, film, theater, and dance. Hope 
was nominated for the 2024 Washington, D.C., 
Mayor’s Award and honored as one of Crain’s 
Notable Black Leaders. With collaborator Al 
Crawford, HBArts Collective was selected to join 
the first cohort of the Doris Duke Performing 
Arts Technology Lab. Hope will receive the 2025 
Inspiration Through the Arts Award from 92NY’s 
Extraordinary Women Awards celebration. Hope 
firmly believes there are no limits.

TYCE DIORIO (Choreographer, You) EMMY Award 
winner Tyce Diorio has been a powerful force in the 
entertainment industry since he was a teenager. 
Originally from Brooklyn, Diorio attended New 
York City’s famed LaGuardia High School of the 
Performing Arts and, at only 17, won “Star Search” 
while setting a new record with a perfect four-star 
rating each week. After moving to Los Angeles to 
dance in Paula Abdul’s videos and world tours, 
Diorio’s talents truly blossomed. He eventually 
worked with artists such as Janet Jackson 
(“Janet” and “Velvet Rope” albums/world tours), 
Ricky Martin (“Livin’ La Vida Loca”), Jennifer 
Lopez, Mya, *NSYNC, Kelly Osbourne, Céline 
Dion, and Toni Braxton. In addition to performing 
on numerous TV shows and in films, Diorio also 
starred in the Tony Award–winning Broadway hits 
“Fosse” (principal role) and “Chicago.” He danced 
on the Oscars, the American Music Awards, in 
commercials, and in iconic music videos. As a 
choreographer, Diorio has become one of the 
most in-demand and recognized names in the 
industry. On FOX’s “So You Think You Can Dance” 
(recurring choreographer/guest judge), Diorio 
won the EMMY for “Outstanding Choreography” 
for his mesmerizing “Adam and Eve” 
contemporary piece, as well as his captivating 
tribute to breast cancer. Diorio has contributed 
to other major projects including “Drop Dead 

ANNIVERSARY YEAR
FALL 2025 BFA SHOWCASE | ABOUT THE ARTISTS



Diva” on Lifetime, “Grey’s Anatomy” on ABC, “Big 
Time Rush” on Nickelodeon, the People’s Choice 
Awards (with Queen Latifah), the MTV Movie 
Awards (with Tom Cruise and Jennifer Lopez), 
commercial campaigns for I Can’t Believe It’s 
Not Butter (starring Megan Mullally), the feature 
film “What to Expect When You’re Expecting” 
(starring Cameron Diaz, Jennifer Lopez, 
Matthew Morrison, and Megan Mullally), and 
was nominated for a World Choreography Award 
for the dance film “High Strung Free Dance.” He 
also choreographed for the TV show “Faking It” 
starring Laverne Cox. In the music industry, Diorio 
is at the top of his game. In addition to working 
with legends like Cher on her long-running show 
at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas, Diorio was the 
choreographic force behind Taylor Swift’s “Red,” 
“1989,” “Reputation,” and “Lover” world tours/
albums and performances. Working closely with 
Swift, Diorio created performances for the Brit 
Awards, Billboard Awards, Grammys, American 
Music Awards, and the Victoria’s Secret Fashion 
Show. Diorio choreographed Swift’s most well-
known “Shake It Off,” “Look What You Made Me 
Do,” and “ME!” music videos (iHeartRadio Best 
Choreography nomination). Other artists include 
The Weeknd and Lorde. Diorio most recently 
finished choreographing productions of “Little 
Shop of Horrors” and “The Addams Family” to 
rave reviews at the Cape Fear Regional Theatre. 
Other productions include “Bridgerton: The 
Musical” and “Music City,” for which he won a 
Broadway World Award for Best Choreography. 
His latest Nike Air Jordan musical commercial 
is airing at the moment, directed by the iconic 
director Mark Romanek.

JA COLLECTIVE (Choreography, Nostalgia Model 
14:14) founded by Los Angeles–born artists 
Jordan Johnson and Aidan Carberry, blends 
contemporary dance, hip-hop, theater, and video 
to forge a distinct and compelling world. The duo 
first gained prominence through their direction 
and choreography for the band half•alive, whose 
music videos have amassed millions of views 
online. Their other commercial work includes 
collaborations with artists and brands such as 
Talking Heads, Doja Cat, Future, Paul McCartney, 
Frank Ocean, Reggie Watts, Margaret Qualley, 
Mike Mills, Taika Waititi, Brockhampton, Apple, 
Allstate, Snapchat, Belvedere Vodka, Meta, and 
Invisalign. JA Collective’s choreography has 
earned awards at various international dance 
festivals; they were presented at the main TED 

Conference in Vancouver, and they recently 
created their first ballet for BalletX, which 
premiered at the Vail Dance Festival. Jordan 
and Aidan also currently tour internationally 
as dancers in William Forsythe’s “Friends of 
Forsythe.” As Kaufman alumni, they are especially 
grateful to premiere this new work with the USC 
Kaufman students. 

JACKIE KOPCSAK (Assistant Dean of Programming 
and Special Projects/Associate Professor of Dance; 
Choreographer, En Plein Air) joined the USC Glorya 
Kaufman School of Dance as a founding faculty 
member in 2014 and was appointed Assistant 
Dean in 2020. She has directed USC Kaufman 
dancers in debut performances at the Joyce 
Theater (NYC), Stadttheater Fürth (Germany), and 
the Jacob’s Pillow International Dance Festival. 
Jackie holds an M.F.A. in Dance (University of 
California, Irvine) and a B.A. in History from the 
University of Washington in Seattle, where she 
also trained and performed with Pacific Northwest 
Ballet. As a director, choreographer, curator, and 
producer, Jackie has enjoyed collaborating within 
the worlds of art, music, film, and theatre. Recent 
choreographic credits include a Mandy Moore–
directed gala film, a world premiere for USC 
Kaufman’s Jacob’s Pillow debut, the USC Viterbi 
short film “Volare,” a devised theatre work for the 
Trinity Laban Conservatoire in London, Japanese 
rock star Yoshiki’s debut at the Dolby Theatre 
in Hollywood, and a solo for former La Scala 
prima ballerina Petra Conti broadcast on Italian 
television. Other choreographic credits include 
works for the Colburn School of Performing 
Arts, Evergreen City Ballet, Inland Pacific Ballet, 
LACMA, the Norton Simon Museum, NBC Sports, 
Pasadena Civic Ballet, Pacific Northwest Ballet 
School, Pacific Symphony, the University of 
California, Irvine, and the USC Glorya Kaufman 
School of Dance.

D. SABELA GRIMES (Associate Professor of 
Practice; Choreographer, Something In the Way 
of Things) is a choreographer, transmedia 
storyteller, writer, composer, costume designer, 
and educator who builds improvisational and 
collaborative ecologies as frameworks for 
creative research and performance. Sabela’s 
practice invests in the poetics of assemblage, 
matters of mutability, and the magic of misuse, 
braiding fluid systems of sound, movement, 
and image into shifting worlds of meaning. His 
current collaborative work, “Parable of Portals,” 



co-created with Meena Murugesan, dreams 
Octavia E. Butler’s body of work—including 
personal writings and unfinished manuscripts—
into a modular constellation of transmedia 
performance. As a faculty member at USC’s Glorya 
Kaufman School of Dance, he teaches courses in 
composition, hip-hop and street dance histories, 
African and Afro-diasporic traditions, fashion and 
materiality, and his original system, Funkamental 
MediKinetics. He is the recipient of the 2023 USC 
Associates Award for Artistic Expression, the 2021 
Bessie Award for Outstanding Performer, the 2017 
Los Angeles County Performing Arts Fellowship, 
and the 2014 United States Artists Rockefeller 
Fellowship. Sabela loves pancakes, speculative 
fiction, and his kinfolk.

KATHRYN POPPEN (Costume Design) is a Los 
Angeles-based theatrical and dance costume 
designer. She is an Associate Artist with theatre 
dybbuk, and her designs are featured in the 
current touring productions “The Villainy 
You Teach” and “The Merchant of Venice” 
(Annotated). Credits include work with Center 
Theatre Group, South Coast Repertory, Atlantic 
Theatre Company, Geffen Playhouse, Echo 
Theater Company, Bootleg Theater, Pasadena 
Playhouse and the Garry Marshall Theatre. 
She holds a BFA in Theatrical Design from the 
University of Southern California.

Production Manager: 
Callen Gosselin

Calling Stage Manager: 
Erin Newsom

Lighting Design: 
LJ Curiel

Minerva Josiff

Audio: 
Dora Ramos

Master Electrician
Anthony Tapia

Stage Crew: 
Nick Gutierrez, Florence Montgomery

Student Stage Crew: 
Gabi Miranda, Serena Feng

Costume Supervisor: 
Kathryn Poppen

Costume Technician: 
Bert Henert

Costumes: Mariah Harrison, 
Olivia Schlueter-Corey, Tina Sheridan, 

Marissa Tiffany, Molly Wilcox

PRODUCTION CREW

BEHIND THE SCENES: “NOSTALGIA MODEL 14:14”
USC KAUFMAN BFA STUDENTS IN THE NEW PREMIERE FROM JA COLLECTIVE | Photo by Luis Luque Photography



BOARD OF COUNCILORS

Life Member
Glorya Kaufman

Co-Chairs
Robert N. Braun, MD
Jennifer Cheng

USC KAUFMAN STAFF

Julia M. Ritter 	 Dean, USC Glorya Kaufman School of Dance
Alison D’Amato 	 Assistant Dean of Academic and Faculty Affairs
Jackie Kopcsak 	 Assistant Dean of Programming and Special Projects
Patrick Leder-Morrow 	 Assistant Dean and Chief Development Officer
Dane Martens 	 Assistant Dean of Operations and Strategic Initiatives
Karen Rios	 Assistant Dean of Administration and Human Resources

Eva Blaauw 	 Senior Assistant to the Dean
Matt de la Peña 	 Head of Communications
Kyle de Tarnowsky 	 Music Director
Christine Dennis 	 Senior Faculty Affairs and Programs Coordinator
Miki Frank 	 Admission and Student Services Officer
Callen Gosselin 	 Dance Production Manager
Bert Henert 	 Costume Technician
Natasha Liu 	 Director of Individual Giving
Jess Mahon 	 Assistant Manager, Operations and Facilities
Sophia Moritz 	 Curriculum Coordinator
Aline Ocon 	 Senior Business and Payroll Department Administrator
Kathryn Poppen 	 Costume Supervisor
Elliott Scher 	 Admission and Student Services Officer
Anthony Tapia	 Senior Theatre Technician
Maxwell Transue 	 Dance Accompanist
Christopher Yokas 	 Senior Business Officer

FACULTY
Kyle Abraham, MFA
Kelly Alvarez, MFA
Margo Apostolos, PhD
Molly Bogunovic
Tiffany Bong
Patrick Corbin, MFA
Alison D’Amato, PhD
Kyle de Tarnowsky
E. Moncell Durden
Bret Easterling
Fiona Lummis Eddy
Holley Farmer, MFA

Gillian Finley
Nina Flagg
Thomas Ford, MFA
Jesus “Jay” Fuentes
Ebony Haswell Frazier
Shannon J. Grayson
d. Sabela grimes, MFA
Marisa Hentis, PT, DPT, 
	 OCS, CSCS
Grasan Kingsberry
Saleemah E. Knight, MFA
Jackie Kopcsak, MFA

Anindo Marshall
Bruce McCormick, MFA, CSCS
Achinta S. McDaniel
Jennifer McQuiston Lott, MFA
Amy O’Neal
Jason Rodgers
Danté Rose
Betsy Struxness
Pat Taylor, MFA
Josette Wiggan

Members
Charlene Achki Repko
Hank Alpert
Orsi Bakos
Ramona L. Cappello
Celeste Marie Alleyne Carr
Bryn DeBeikes
Debbie Felix
Ann Gianopulos

Joan E. Herman
Tatiana Blackington James
Ellie Kitta
Anita Mann Kohl
Gale Luce
Renae Williams Niles
Kenny Ortega
Julia Strickland
Jeff Thacker

Joe Tremaine
Sue Tsao

Emeritus
Nigel Lythgoe
Bradley Tabach-Bank



Principal Benefactor
Glorya Kaufman

Program Support 
The Anita Mann Dance for Camera Support Fund 
Cheng Family Collaborative Projects Fund 
The Choi Family Artist in Residence 
	 Endowed Fund 
Claude and Alfred Mann Professorship in Dance
Françoise and Anne Aubert-Santelli 
	 Global Experience Fund 
Noble Family Collaborative Arts Fund 

Founder’s Circle 
Charlene Achki Repko 
The Bishton Family Foundation 
Robert N. Braun, M.D. and 
	 Joan A. Friedman, Ph.D. 
Bugaj Family Foundation 
Celeste Alleyne Carr
The Cheng Family Foundation 
Bryn K. and Richard A. DeBeikes 
Debbie and Michael Felix 
Ann and James N. Gianopulos 
Joan E. Herman and Richard Rasiej 
Glorya Kaufman 
Anita Mann Kohl and Allen D. Kohl 
Gale and Jim Luce 
Nigel Lythgoe 
Rod and Elsie Nakamoto
Renae Williams Niles and Greg Niles  
Robin Rae Robinson 
The Simms/Mann Family Foundation 
Sue Tsao

Naming Gifts
Ramona L. Cappello 
Debbie and Michael Felix 
Joan E. Herman and Richard Rasiej 
Renae Williams Niles and Gregory Niles 
Christine Marie Ofiesh 
The Wilkerson Family
 
Institutional Donors
Korean Cultural Center of Los Angeles 
The Korean Foundation for 
	 International Exchange  
LA84 Foundation
USC Arts in Action 
USC Good Neighbors Campaign

Platinum [$100,000+]
The Lau Family

Ovation ($50,000 – 99,000}
Celeste Marie Alleyne Carr
Jody and John Arnhold
The Audre Slater Foundation: In Memory of 		
	 Glorya Kaufman
Debbie and Michael Felix 
Anita Mann Kohl and Allen D. Kohl
Renae Williams Niles and Greg Niles

Premier [$25,000 - $49,999]
Anonymous
Charlene Achki Repko
Orsi Bakos and Janos Santa
Robert N. Braun, M.D. and 
	 Joan A. Friedman, Ph.D.
Jennifer Cheng
Linda and Mark Florin
Ann and James N. Gianopulos
Joan E. Herman and Richard Rasiej
Tatiana Blackington James and 
	 Todd James
Rod and Elsie Nakamoto
The Noble Family
Julia Strickland and Timothy Wahl
Sue Tsao 

Principal [$10,000 - $24,999]
Anonymous
Gerry and Hank Alpert
Wade and Wanda Austin 
Ramona L. Cappello
Bryn K. and Richard A. DeBeikes
Dee Dee Dorskind and Bradley Tabach-Bank 
The Duke Family
Glaser Weil
Eillie and Ron Goldie
Sara Jane Mckernan Gould
Yvonne and Damien Jordan
Gale and Jim Luce
The Mayten Foundation
Northern Trust
Kenny Ortega
Koni and Geoff Rich
Alyce Williamson

Soloist [$5,000 - $9,999]
Minoo Fatemeh Behboody 
Anne and Walter Burkley 
Dance and Dialogue
Brian Duck and Chad Olsen
Carol Folt

DONORS AND SUPPORTERS

https://www.kccla.org/
https://artsinaction.usc.edu/
https://sites.usc.edu/goodneighbors/


Sara Jane Gould
Terrence Liu and Lauren Ing
Irene Maharam and Stuart Boyd 
Shelly and Ofer Nemirovsky
Christine Marie Ofiesh
Corey Shapoff
SHARE Inc
Jennifer and Steve Walske

Demi-Soloist [$2,500 - $4,999]
Scott Duchon and Joyce Chen
Lisa Field
Leah Fischer
Susan R. Friedman
Marian Hall and David Jones
Lindsay and Paul Kaufmann
Michiaki Koyama and Sachi Fujii
Dr. Coree Levy and Jacques Nack Ngue
Andrea and Hal Pappano
Allyson Pimentel and Pedro Noguera

Corps de Ballet [$1,000 - $2,499] 
Anonymous
The Aguilar Family
Karim Amiryani
Susan Baumgarten and David Totheroh
Mona Berland and Luis Centenera
Center Dance Arts
Dr. Mark A. Collons
Julie and Gary Crisp
David Bohnett Foundation
Kristi Duchon
Robert J. Floe
Kelli Gallogly
Mira Hashmall
Jane Helen Jelenko
Suzanne Nora Johnson
Dr. Jason King
The La France Family
Kate Lear and Jonathan LaPook
Aliza and Mike Lesser
Courtney Love
Asheley Farmer Needleman
Kathleen Marie Bernadette Patrick
Tatiana Pavlova-Coleman
Hon. Burt Pines
Donald E. Polk and J. Paul Longanbach 
Yoo Sun Reiss
Robin Rae Robinson

Lauren and Brett Rossmann
Dorit and Glen Rotner
Robert Rush
Thomas L. Safran
Kip Stratte-McClure
John Szabo
Mist Thorkelsdottir and Robert Cutietta
The Valero Family
The Wilson Family
Diane O. Wittenberg
The Wong Family
Eleni and Christopher Yokas
The Zarsky Family

Friends of Kaufman ($125 – $999)  
Jane Arnault and Max Factor
Leslie Meltzer Aronzon
Jorge Barrientos
Hope Boykin
Katherine H. Eklund
Yvette Ferrer
Marlene B. Grossman
Tobe Karns
Dawn Kennedy
Adrianna and Trent Ketterer
Michael Lamb
Kelechi Loynd
Julie McDonald
Veronica Melvin
Lynette S. Merriman
Cara and Brad Mills
Jerri Nagelberg
Mary Nichols
Sheila Poncher
Gina Posalski
Judith M. Ramirez
Marci Rodriguez
Valerie Rogers
Helene Rosenzweig and Richard Bock
Desiree and Joel Samuels
Jami Schmidt
Pam Smith
Marilyn Stambler
Marsha Tauber Sallai
Suzette Wachtel
Janice Wallace
Janice Weiner
Marci Weiss
Brian and Dawn Wickersham



Born from the visionary generosity of philanthropist Glorya 

Kaufman, the USC Glorya Kaufman School of Dance opened its 

doors in 2012 as the university’s sixth art school—and its first 

new school in nearly four decades. More than just a school, USC 

Kaufman is a bold reimagining of dance education, built for the 

21st century and beyond.

At its core is The New Movement, a groundbreaking approach 

that fuses the discipline of conservatory-style dance training 

with the expansive possibilities of a major research university. 

Here, students don’t just perfect their technique—they explore 

choreography alongside new media, fashion, music, and 

scholarship. Immersed in USC’s dynamic academic ecosystem 

and the vibrant pulse of Los Angeles, students engage with 

dance as a global, evolving language.

USC Kaufman’s faculty includes world-renowned educators and 

artists, bringing the repertory of trailblazing choreographers 

to the studio. Graduates have gone on to light up Broadway 

stages, join prestigious concert dance companies, and lead in 

choreography, arts administration, and beyond.

This is more than a school—it’s a launchpad for the future  

of dance.

ABOUT
USC KAUFMAN

Image: Faith Aguilar ’27 |  Photo by Rose Eichenbaum



STUDENT
PROFILES
Visit kaufman.usc.edu/all-students or scan the 
QR code to learn more about USC Kaufman’s 
current BFA students.

JAELIN BORN
CLASS OF 2026

Photo Credit: Lee Gumbs



LINCOLN SEYMOUR
CLASS OF 2026

Photo Credit: Lee Gumbs


